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Ambition and Hope in Cumberland County 
 
Many who grew up in Cumberland County may think that being born and raised here 

dooms them to a life of perpetual mediocrity. But, with enough determination and drive 

anything is possible. Historical figures such as Thomas Bramwell Welch, the founder of 

Welch’s grape juice, and pioneer of the juice pasteurization process was born in 

Vineland . Other prominent figures in sports and entertainment such as, professional 

baseball player for the LA Angels, Mike Trout, and Latin grammy award winner Obie 

Bermudez, a singer who won for Best Male Pop Vocal Album in 2005 are both from 

Vineland. Steven S DeKnight, director of Film and television series such as the 

upcoming Pacific Rim Uprising, Daredevil (2015) Television series, and Spartacus War 

of the Damned (2010) was also born and raised in Cumberland County, hailing from 

Millville, NJ. There could be another person added to that list very soon, an aspiring 

cinematographer and animator Chanse Bermudez.  

 

Chanse, a Vineland native, along with his girlfriend; Des’ree and friend Tyler worked on 

pitching an animatic for a show concept to Cartoon Network, for their Adult Swim 

programming block. The show centered around the mis-adventures of a crazy 

conspiracy theorist , who’s conspiracy theories, for which he was once mocked for by 

his roommates, are starting to come true. Chanse started developing the idea right after 



highschool, inspired by works such as Ren and Stimpy, Cow and Chicken and Regular 

Show. The content was to focus around  adult oriented content, appropriate for Adult 

Swim's style of edgy entertainment.  Chanse, and his three partners worked to develop 

a concept animatic  to submit to Cartoon Network, animating it the old fashioned way, 

using a light box and drawing each keyframe by hand. 

 

 Chanse got the chance to meet two of the top executives at Cartoon Network, Kevin 

Tang and Walter Newman, where they were impressed with the art style and creativity 

of what Chanse and the team had presented. Chanse was able to meet with the 

executives during an event hosted at the NYC Comic Con, called The Development. 

The executives were there to review his work and kept in contact with Chanse and his 

team, providing feedback and asking them to retool their idea. Despite not being entirely 

sold on the concept for his initial idea, due to similar shows already on the network also 

dealing with conspiracy theories, the executives urged the team to submit additional 

proposals with more far out ideas.  

 

Chanse and his team began work on retooling the concept, eventually shaping it into a 

new production called Alien Abduction Area. The new concept for the show was more 

experimental in nature, with an art style reminiscent of other cartoon network shows 

such as superjail. The show had a shocking and gorey presentation with a macabre art 

style. Chanse remarked that he wish he knew bit more about animation production 

when he first started, as the second iteration of his pitch is shaping up to be higher in 



quality compared to the original. Currently, Chanse and his team are working together 

finishing the animatic and looking for local voice over talent to complete the proposal.  

 

Ultimately it doesn’t matter where you come from, or where you start, it's about what 

you choose to do with your talent. Chanse looks back at the experience feeling 

encouraged, reminding artists in the county “If you can put your mind toward anything 

you can achieve it, just as long as you have the passion and the drive to do it.” 

Cumberland County might be where your story starts but it doesn't necessarily have to 

be where your story ends.  


